Endophthalmitis investigative protocol: a plan for source identification and patient protection.
A survey of randomly selected ophthalmic outpatient surgical facilities revealed a lack of established investigative protocols to follow when postoperative endophthalmitis occurs. The survey also provided information about the incidence of endophthalmitis, the microorganisms encountered, and the precautions used to prevent postoperative infections. We present an endophthalmitis investigative protocol which provides a task list, investigation forms, incidence log, and quality assurance measures to identify patients at risk and to minimize the risk of recurrence of this rare but serious complication of ophthalmic surgery. This standardized protocol will also assist in source identification when aseptic iritis occurs postoperatively. The purpose of this paper is to stimulate a dialogue which may result in an international standard for an endophthalmitis investigative protocol.